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Halloween: Disaster 
SBA seeks restitution from Fur Nightclub 
BY SAM DANGREMOND 
Editor in Chief 
On the eve of Friday, October 
27th, nearly one thousand law students 
and their guests stood outside of Fur 
Nightclub in the dank rain, eagerly but 
impatiently awaiting entry into the Law 
School's annual Halloween Party. They 
would soon find that the long wait in the 
cold rain would be only the first of their 
disappointments that night. 
The party was plagued by logisti­
cal problems that caused many student 
attendees to feel cheated. Most of these 
problems appear to have been the result of 
contractual violations and misrepresenta­
tions by the managers of Fur Nightclub. 
Student Bar Association President Sam 
Jammal quickly explained the problems to 
the student body via an email, and is tak­
ing action to seek restitution from Fur. 
As one of only two school wide cel­
ebrations, the annual Halloween party is 
looked forward to by students as a oppor­
tunity to enjoy a night of revelry without 
the formality occasioned by the dressi­
ness of Barrister's Ball. Students missed 
out on that opportunity this year when it 
was readily apparent, only moments after 
entry into Fur, that this was not the night 
of enjoyable carousing among law school 
friends they had expected—but a packed, 
dirty, overly loud nightclub full of sketchy 
bouncers and sketchier people. 
The problems began when the line 
for entry was slowed by the ID verification 
and ticketing process. Various reports put 
GW Charity "Wishing" Tree 
Dean Lawrence and Jason Friday, member of the Minority Affairs 
Committee, remove the first star from the GW Wishing Tree. The Dean chose 
a star for a teen boy who requested a Foot Locker gift card. 
See page 4 for the full story. 
BY JOHN WAL KER 
Staff Writer 
The Law School's Student Bar 
Association (SBA) continues to push 
for a more flexible policy governing the 
administration of final exams for law 
school classes. Their efforts will face a 
major test at the end of this semester as 
four professors have volunteered to experi­
ment with flexible exam policies in a trial 
pilot program. 
Many of GW's peer institutions 
allow students considerably more flex­
ibility in taking final exams. Such flex­
ibility takes the form of giving students the 
choice of two or three days on which to 
take the exam; exercising greater leniency 
in rescheduling exams due to conflicts 
with other classes; or even allowing stu­
dents to pick up exams, complete them, 
and return them at their leisure within a 
given time frame. 
SBA president Sam Jammal argues 
that implementing such a policy at GW 
will not only bring us into step with peer 
institutions, but will allow students to 
select their courses based on need and 
interest, without being limited by exam 
scheduling considerations. 
The proposal has met with consider­
able opposition from many members of 
the time some students spent out in the 
rain, in their often less than weatherproof 
costumes, at more than half an hour. This 
delay was at least partially caused by the 
need for members of the Student Bar As­
sociation (SBA) to count out drink tickets 
to each student, despite the promise from 
Fur's managers that Fur employees would 
handle this job. Some students took out 
their frustration on these SBA members, 
prompting one SBA member to yell in 
response "You know, we don't want to be 
standing out in the rain either!" 
Once inside, students found that the 
entry area of the club was packed shoul­
der-to-shoulder with pushing, drunken 
people. This problem was caused by the 
location of the coat check, and by Fur's 
allowance of any club goers into the area 
that was supposed to be reserved only for 
the Law School's party. Past law school 
Halloween parties had had exclusive use 
of the area rented, but Fur allowed club 
goers from its Danity Kane concert into 
the area rented by the SBA. 
Students also had problems getting 
food and drinks. The food vendor was not 
accepting food tickets at certain times, 
in direct violation of the contract signed 
by the SBA and Fur, and other students 
were turned away from the bar because 
they were given a hand stamp instead of 
a wristband upon entering. Fur had ap­
parently run out of wristbands, leaving 
some students without the ability to get 
even a single drink. 
Frustration at the crowdedness was 
further enflamed by the club's bouncers 
refusing for some time to allow students 
into an adjoining, empty, room - the 
"mafia" room. Fur managers had agreed 
that this room would be part of the rental, 
but bouncers kept the room empty until 
approximately 12:30 am for no appar­
ent reason. Myriad other bouncers also 
walled off various corners and couches 
among the club for "private" use by cer­
tain club goers, giving the party an air of 
divisiveness. 
Realizing how badly the party went, 
SBA President Sam Jammal sent the stu­
dent body a lengthy email the following 
Monday morning explaining the situa­
tion. Jammal apologized and explained 
that most of the problems were caused 
by contractual violations by Fur, but 
promised that the SBA would work hard 
to make it up to the student body. 
As a result, Jammal and SBA 
Vice-President of Programming Katie 
Raimondo have sent a letter to Fur's 
manager detailing the contractual viola­
tions and misrepresentations. This letter 
was co-signed by Senior Associate Dean 
for Administrative Affairs Thomas Mor­
rison. This letter did not specifically ask 
for monetary restitution, and Jammal 
stated "we don't know how much we will 
receive back from Fur, if anything, but 
whatever we receive will go right back to 
the students." Jammal explained that the 
money would go back to students by fund­
ing future events, such as Barrister's. 
Raimondo explained that the SBA 
looked at many venues before selecting 
Fur, including venues in Virginia, but the 
choice was limited by the large number 
of attendees and the original plan to have 
an open bar. 
Despite these problems with the 
Halloween Party, Jammal and Raimondo 
both desired to assure students that 
Barrister's Ball has been fully planned and 
will have an open bar. • 
Four Finals to Serve 
as Testing Ground for 
Flexible Exam Policies 
the faculty, however, who worry that a 
flexible exam policy will foster cheating 
and pose undue administrative burdens. 
The SBA submitted a broad propos­
al to the Faculty Curriculum Committee 
last March, which was largely scaled back 
from original plans. That proposal simply 
outlined opt-in possibilities for flexible 
exam giving. The SBA plans to submit 
a new proposal in the Spring, however, 
that will be less broad than last Spring's 
proposal and will incorporate a student 
survey set to be administered later this 
month, as well as the results of the pilot 
program being conducted this semester. 
The pilot program will be run in 
four courses and will test different flex­
ible methods of conducting final exams, 
including giving students the option of 
two different days on which to take exams 
and allowing students a three day window 
during which they may take the exam at 
their leisure. 
Senior Associate Dean for Aca­
demic Affairs Steven Schooner, who has 
been working closely with the SBA on the 
proposal, believes that the pilot program 
will prove successful and that, coupled 
With student survey results, a strong case 
may be presented to the Faculty Curricu­
lum Committee compelling them to give 
the proposal a strong recommendation. 
See FINALS page 4 
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SB A Makes New Journal a Top Priority 
Bv KARLIE DU NSKY 
Staff Writer 
At a meeting on November 7,2006, 
the Student Bar Association (SBA) Ex­
ecutive Board is scheduled to advance yet 
another step closer to its long-anticipated 
goal of bringing a new journal to the Law 
School. 
On October 24, 2006, the SBA cre­
ated a task force comprising members 
of the SBA Executive Board and SBA 
Senators and assigned 
it to research available 
journal options. At the 
Nov. 7 meeting, the SBA 
will narrow the list gen­
erated by the task force 
and choose three viable 
journals which will be 
weighed before a final 
proposal is drafted for 
presentation to the ad-
ministration. 
Senior Associate Dean for Academ­
ic Affairs Steven Schooner emphasized 
that both the SBA and the administration 
are working tirelessly to obtain a new 
journal. 
"It has been unequivocally clear to 
me that [bringing a new journal to the 
Law School] is one of the SBA's highest 
priorities," Dean Schooner said. "It's a 
priority that we fully support but we want 
to do it right." 
Dean Schooner's ongoing dialogue 
with SBA President Sam Jammal on how 
best to select and implement a journal 
start-up has been central to SBA efforts 
in that regard. 
The need for more journals at GW 
Bringing a new 
journal is "a priority 
that we fully support, 
but we want to do it 
right." 
— Dean Schooner 
Law School is particularly apparent 
when the Law School's four journals are 
measured against the 10 journals at the 
Georgetown University Law Center and 
the 12 at the University of Texas at Austin 
School of Law, both schools of which 
boast student bodies which are compa­
rable in size to that at the Law School and 
are ranked similar to the Law School in 
the U.S. News and World Report. 
SBA Vice President of Outreach 
Megan Mocho said the Law School must 
•••iHiMMi take certain steps if it 
wishes to remain com­
petitive with schools like 
those mentioned above. 
"If [the Law School] 
wants to rise up in the 
rankings and become 
even more prestigious 
than it is, we need to 
start competing," Mo-
cho said. As leader of 
the SBA task force formed to recommend 
potential journals, Mocho largely believes 
that a new journal will increase the com­
petitiveness of the Law School. 
Although students have pushed for 
additional journals in previous years, ef­
forts had never reached the magnitude of 
those which are currently being pursued. 
It is likely that the complete support of 
the SBA has contributed to the renewed 
interest in obtaining another journal and, 
of course, the truncated timeline. 
The benefit to students of having 
another journal are obvious: more jour­
nals mean more opportunities for student 
involvement, which translate to more 
graduates with experience in drafting 
and editing, time management, and team 
work—skills which strengthen students' 
qualifications and reflect well on the Law 
School. 
Faculty members at the Law School, 
including Dean Schooner, generally agree 
that another journal would positively af­
fect the Law School. 
"We want [a journal] to attract high-
quality scholarship, be good for the repu­
tation of the school, provide meaningful 
experience for the students and contribute 
to the intellectual community that the 
journal serves," Dean Schooner said. 
While searching for journals, the 
task force paid particular attention to 
their frequency of publication, readership 
numbers and audience, whether any law 
professors on staff have expertise in their 
topic, whether such faculty members are 
adjuncts, part-time or full-time professors 
and whether the school has curricula ad­
dressing the topic. 
But two major issues dictate wheth­
er a legal publication will be launched: 
Will it be worth reading? And will people 
submit material to it? 
SBA President Sam Jammal said 
that in the past many students had said 
they wanted to start a publication from 
scratch. According to Dean Schooner, 
however, unaffiliated startups have proven 
to be of little pedagogical value in the 
past. 
In fact, Dean Schooner said the 
Law School shut down an unaffiliated 
journal, Environmental Lawyer, a few 
years ago due to its lack of readership 
and its high cost to the Law School. Al­
though the publication provided writing 
opportunities, the publication's failure 
to attract attention and highly respected 
submissions made students' efforts only 
superficially valuable. 
An option which is expected to 
prove more cost-effective, long-lasting and 
beneficial to the Law School and its stu­
dents is an application to a pre-existing, af­
filiated journal. Affiliated journals attract 
more attention and draw higher quality 
submissions because they have prior-es­
tablished readership and prestige. 
Jammal said that another difficulty 
with which students have struggled in the 
past, that of finding a faculty member 
to serve as an advisor for a new journal 
startup, will also be avoided in this man­
ner. 
"We hope that [an established 
journal] will provide a greater incentive 
for faculty involvement and support," 
Jammal said. 
Dean Schooner suggested that 
faculty support lies simply in finding the 
right journal. Although the American Bar 
Association affiliates many journals, he 
said they are "the tip of the iceberg." A 
starting point may be the law library. The 
Law School subscribes to myriad journals 
that may have a natural, obvious link to 
the Law School and at least one faculty 
member, making them solid candidates. 
The timeline for the creation of a 
new journal is indefinite as of now. Al­
though largely dependant upon faculty 
support and acceptance by a journal for 
affiliation, the SBA expects to have a fi­
nalized proposition to the administration 
drafted by the end of this semester. 
Mocho said that if students prefer a 
certain journal, the SBA encourages them 
to attend the meeting on Nov. 7 and make 
statements supporting their preference. • 
How Sim ilarlv Sized Law Schools Sta ck Up: 
US News 
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2 Harvard University 13 62% 1,102.7 681 
14 Georgetown University 10 52% 1,328.7 690 
15 University of Texas—Austin 12 63% 1,021.3 646 
20 George Washington University 4 37% 1,036.7 387 
*Statistics are pulled from Manifesting the Promise of a GW Education: A Strategic Plan 
Law School p. 10-11. 
for The George Washington University 
ACS Warns of Voter Fraud 
BY MOIZ ALI 
Staff Writer 
The American Constitutional Soci­
ety recently hosted a Voting Rights Panel 
featuring prominent spokesmen who 
highlighted novel, 21st century, methods 
of how, in their opinion, political parties 
are disenfranchising voters. 
David Becker of People for the 
American Way, Jon Greenbaum of the 
Voting Rights Project, and Sam Hirsh 
from Jenner and Block LLP came to 
the George Washington University Law 
School on November 1" to address pos­
sible problems that could arise on Election 
Day 2006. They said that voter intimida­
tion and disenfranchisement was a real 
problem. 
The panelists went into great 
detail noting the shrewd methods used by 
various organizations to disenfranchise 
voters in recent elections. For instance, 
in Florida, they said that organizations 
"robocalled" registered voters, slyly tell­
ing them that they could vote over the 
phone due to their stellar voting history. In 
actuality, their votes were never recorded. 
In another state, voter registration drives 
actually destroyed registration forms of 
those who registered as Democrats. Con­
sequently, people showed up to the polls 
thinking that they had registered, only to 
be turned away without being able to cast 
a ballot. 
The speakers at this panel seemed 
to suggest that the numerous instances of 
voter fraud were not isolated but rather 
part of a larger scheme to disenfranchise 
voters. In a country that hold its demo­
cratic rights to be a fundamental part of its 
political personality, it is a travesty, these 
panelists suggested, that so many people 
are facing problems when they try to cast 
a vote. 
Even if voters are able to legiti­
mately case a vote for the candidate of 
their choice, there are still several prob­
lems facing America in terms of election 
politics. Partisan gerrymandering, Hirch 
contended, has resulted in most districts 
no longer being competitive. Incumbency 
already results in a distinct advantage for 
the candidate; a larger war chest, name 
recognition, and a schedule that allows 
for campaigning. With the addition of 
gerrymandering, this has resulted in little 
turnover in both state legislatures and the 
Untied States Congress. 
This year though, voters are 
being drawn to the polls due to their 
dissatisfaction with the current political 
regime and current polling suggests that 
incumbents may be in for an unfortunate 
morning on November 8th. Due to various 
missteps by both parties and the general 
dissatisfaction in terms of the war in Iraq, 
numerous House and Senate seats that are 
ordinarily safe are in competitive races this 
year. 
Such competitive races are breeding 
grounds for voter intimidation and fraud, 
the panelists suggested. Additionally, 
many districts have switched to electronic 
balloting this year and unforeseen dif­
ficulties may arise. While paper ballots 
are supposed to backup electronic votes, 
problems in terms of calibration and 
understanding electronic balloting might 
occur. 
Whatever happens, according 
to the American Constitutional Society 
panel, it's likely that many elections will 
be too close to call when the polls close 
Tuesday night. It is possible that voters 
might never know whether their votes 
were accurately counted. • 
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Attorney General Alberto Celebrating "a Voice of Reason 
Gonzales Makes Surprise Visit and Source of Wisdom" 
military tribunals to try Nazi saboteurs 
BY ROB DICKSON arrested in the United States during 
Staff Writer wartime. 
The Hamdan decision that struck 
down President Bush's employment of 
Attorney General Alberto Gon- military commissions in the internecine 
zales made a surprise visit to Professor terror conflicts was over 100 pages long, 
Renee Lerner's Criminal Procedure with several fractured opinions. "This 
class last Tuesday, 10/31, to discuss demonstrates," Mr. Gonzales said, "that 
his role as Attorney Gen- the answers to Constitutional 
eral and answer questions questions are not always 
about President Bush s «Mr. clear." 
controversial war-time legal ^ , "At the time, we felt that 
\iOfl7QLl£S policies. *" using Quirin as a framework 
The attorney gen- jUSt WClItted was the best recommendation 
eral scheduled the lecture ^ teach a *°r President," he said, 
through the head of legal w Mr. Gonzales then said 
policy at the Department of ClttSS. "the President is fully corn-
Justice, Rachel Brand. Prof. mitted to the rule of law and 
Lerner said that she knew civil rights." He added that 
Ms. Brand from their work "there is an extensive effort by 
together when she was a Deputy As­
sistant Attorney General at the DOJ. 
Why the guest appearance? 
"Mr. Gonzales just wanted to 
teach a class," said Lerner. 
the President to assure that his policies 
are constitutional." 
When a student asked whether 
Gonzales regretted his conduct as At­
torney General during a time of con-
Gonzales opened his lecture by troversy, he responded, "there have been 
discussing his experiences on Septem- mistakes that have been made by the 
ber 11th, 2001, focus- Administration; the 
ing on how the highest Court has disagreed 
levels of government _ _ with some of the rec-
functioned during "Providing correct ommendations [we] 
the terrorist attacks. lega[ advice of made." 
this nature can 




Mr. Gonzales said 
the experience made 
him "grateful to be 
an American," and he 
"felt humbled to wit­
ness such a tragic, yet 
historic time in [the] 
Nation's history." 
He then out-
lined his role as At­
torney General, discussing how legal 
interpretation relates to the President's 
policy decisions. "Though I'm the At­
torney General, one of my major roles 
is still as a member of the President's 
cabinet," Gonzalez said. "Therefore 
my job has the dual purpose of provid­
ing accurate legal counsel [while simul­
taneously] furthering the President's 
policies." 
He went on to stress the complex­
ity of his tasks, which have resulted their countries from terrorism is to work 
in legal setbacks before the Supreme together, and that is what we do." 
Court. Lerner said in a later interview 
The difficulty is "most apparent," that she was surprised after hearing 
he said, "when there is little or no Gonzalez' remarks at how consistent 
precedent from the Supreme Court on the Department of Justice's role remains 
a specific policy issue." The Attorney from administration to administration. 
General is essentially left to provide "DOJ attorneys use their best legal 
his "best estimate" on how the cur- judgment about what the law is and 
rent Supreme Court how the current Su~ 
would likely rule on a preme Court would 
particular issue. " The President IS likely rule," she said. 
"Unfortunately," fuuy committed "Substantively, the 
"But," Mr. Gon­
zales continued, "what 
we do is take the best 
precedent we have 
available and make 
a recommendation 
to the President. He 
takes those sugges-
tions and makes policy 
decisions. Sometimes 
the courts have agreed, sometimes they 
have not." 
Another student asked about the 
relationship between the United States 
and other nations in the War on Ter­
ror. 
"There is extensive cooperation 
between me and my counterparts over 
seas," Gonzalez said. "[Nations like] 
Germany and the United Kingdom 
understand that the only way to protect 
said Mr. Gonzales, 
"providing correct 
legal advice of this 
nature can be an im­
perfect and exhausting 
endeavor." 
He used the re­
cent Hamdan v. Rums­
feld decision as an il-
to the rule of law 
and civil rights." 
—Alberto Gonzales 
opinions are very 
consistent." 
When asked 
why she thought 
there was such a high 
level of consistency, 
she remarked, "be­
cause there is such 
a thing as law, and 
lustration. Prior to Hamdan, the Bush people take it seriously.' 
Administration relied on precedent After the Attorney General con-
from the World War II-era decision eluded his remarks, Lerner, Prof. Brad 
Ex Parte Quirin as justification for its Clark, and Dean Steven Schooner pre-
military tribunal policy. That decision sented Mr. Gonzales with a small bust 
approved President Roosevelt's use of of George Washington. • 
BY HANS-CHRISTIAN LATTA 
Staff Writer 
The symposium featured a luncheon 
address by President Wolfrum, who de­
scribed the International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea as providing a permanent, 
international, independent, and neutral 
judicial body for peaceful settlements of 
On Tuesday, October 24th, interna- international maritime disputes. Paying 
tional scholars and practitioners gathered tribute both to Sohn and the tenth anniver-
at GW Law School to celebrate the late sary of the Tribunal, President Wolfrum 
legal scholar Louis B. Sohn and discuss described the Tribunal as "in a way, the 
the legal institutions governing interna- legacy of Louis B. Sohn." 
tional shipping and the environment that Although Sohn's scheme has not 
he helped inspire. been fully realized, President Wolfrum de-
The symposium, entitled "The Law scribed the decades of progress in interna-
of the Sea in the Twenty-First Century: A tional law in the context of Sohn's vision. 
Symposium in Remembrance of Louis B. Participation in the UN has grown close 
Sohn," explored Sohn's theory that world to the "preponderant majority" envisioned 
peace would come by Sohn, who real-
through world law. jze(j the naivety of 
Sohn arrived JJN Secretary General Kofi seeking an abso-
at that belief at an /• lute majority. When 
early stage of his Annan described him at his World Peace Through 
career. Sohn op- death US "a voice of reason World Law was first 
tionaf approach^to and source of wisdom." [htScOMldrf 
international peace a mere 82 countries; 
that focused on dip- ft now boasts 192. 
lomatic maneuver- Sohn favored 
ing or the balancing of national powers, the creation of a special tribunal for the 
Rather, Sohn argued for a "sufficient but law of the sea. Sohn believed this tribunal 
limited" world authority whose powers should not only apply to states, but also 
would be restricted to matters relating non-state parties such as organizations, 
to peace. "Contrary to my colleagues in corporations, and individuals. 
Frankfurt," President Rudiger Wolfrum By offering a variety of methods 
of the International Tribunal for the Law for the peaceful settlement of maritime 
of the Sea commented, "Sohn believed disputes, the Tribunal nearly fulfills Sohn's 
all other powers should be retained by goals. Twenty-one judges preside over the 
the nations." Tribunal, which is located in Hamburg, 
With only $100 to his name, Sohn Germany. Furthermore, 
left his native land of if the Tribunal does not 
Lwow, Poland, shortly . include a judge of the 
before the Nazi inva- symposium nationality of a party to 
sion. Over the next sev- explored Sohfl's the dispute, that party 
eral decades, Sohn played thenrv thnt world may select a person to 
an important role in the rneorf inui tu judge ad hoc President 
movement to codify inter- peace WOUld Wolfrum observed that 
national law. He partici- come through while he has always been 
pated in the preparatory f a judge for the Tribunal, 
work for the UN Charter WOr aw. be imagines such a large 
and the International and diverse bench can be 
Convention on the Law both very intimidating as 
of the Sea, counseled the U.S. State De- well as difficult to precisely predict, 
partment, and authored numerous books President Wolfrum closed by saying 
on international law. that Sohn would have agreed with Kofi 
Louis B. Sohn died on June 7, 2006 Annan's remarks at the sixtieth anniver-
at the age of 92. He was a professor at sary celebration of the International Court 
Harvard Law School from 1946-1981, of Justice: 
the University of Georgia School of Law "International law plays an increas 
from 1981-1991, and The George Wash- fog role in our global society. They regulate 
ington University Law School from 1991- relations between States. They provide 
2004. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan frameworks for cooperation and coexis-
described him at his death as "a voice of tence. They encourage multilateral action 
reason and source of wisdom." to address multifaceted problems. Like 
Sohn was convinced that world [the ICJ], these rules reflect the reality, 
peace could be secured through the but also the promise, of our international 
development and influence of interna- order. They show the world not only as it 
tional law, as expressed by the title of his is, but as it ought to be. And their expan-
influential co-authored book: World Peace sfon and elabortation is one of the signal 
Through World Law. achievements of the post-war era." • 
We need you. 
Desperately. 
To write for us. 
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BY CARA SHA FRAN 
Staff Writer 
Thousands of law students across 
the country apply for judicial clerkships 
every year. And every year, even the fin­
est and most qualified of applicants more 
often than not fail to receive the clerkships 
they most covet. 
The classic response to this sort of 
crapshoot is simply to roll the dice more 
often. According to Naimah Burns of the 
Law School's Career 
Development Office 
(CDO), the average 
GW applicant sends 
his materials to more 
than 150 federal 
judges. 
Judicial clerk­
ships are among the 
most prestigious and 
most competitive em-
ployment opportunities available to recent 
law school graduates largely because a 
judicial clerkship, which usually lasts 
one or two years, is an excellent way to 
bridge the gap between law school and the 
practice of law. 
Clerks at ail court levels obtain 
unparalleled access to and knowledge 
about the judicial process. Additionally, a 
judicial clerk is exposed to a wide array of 
legal issues and is able to make a hands-on 
contribution to the judicial decision-mak­
ing process. 
This experience and perspective is 
certainly attractive to future legal employ­
ers who hire former judicial clerks for 
their significant legal knowledge, insider 
view of the court system and ability to 
view cases from the court's perspective. 
Moreover, a judicial clerkship can provide 
a significant edge in the legal job market 
simply because of the valuable contacts 
and personal relationships developed dur­
ing the experience. 
Sound like a sweet deal? Students 
should not count on being shoo-ins 
for one of these positions. Applicants 
compete against hundreds of other top 
students from law schools across the 
country. Many applicants are under the 
impression that having high marks and an 
editorial position on law review or another 
prominent journal will automatically put 
them at the top of every judge's list. This 
is not the case. 
Every judge receives dozens of 
applications from students with near 
identical qualifications. Indeed, only a 
small percentage of those who apply are 
genuinely unqualified. It has been said 
that a judge could probably pick an appli­
cant at random and he or she would make 
a capable law clerk. The high number of 
qualified applicants reinforces the need 
for candidates to set themselves apart by 
highlighting both personal and academic 
achievements. 
The trend of overextended applica­
tion is certain to continue with the dawn 
of the Online System for Clerkship Ap­
plication and Review (OSCAR). Intro­
duced in the fall of 2005, OSCAR permits 
applicants to file their federal clerkship 
Judicial clerkships are 
among the most prestigious 
and most competitive 
employment opportunities 
available to recent law 
school graduates 
OSCAR the Grouch: 
Making Judicial 
Clerkships Even Harder 
to Land 
application materials online. According 
to a 2005 Pennsylvania State Law Review 
article, 258 judges participated in OSCAR 
in 2005; this number has increased to 385 
now. 
OSCAR allows applicants to avoid 
the trouble and expense associated with 
the printing and mailing of dozens of ap­
plications; they can now select judges to 
whom they wish to apply with a simple 
click of a mouse. 
Although the system makes the ap­
plication process easier on applicants, it 
also allows applicants 
to apply to twice or 
thrice the number of 
judges with no addi­
tional effort. OSCAR 
may even encourage 
submissions by those 
who would otherwise 
not go through the 
trouble and expense 
of snail-mailing pa­
per applications, which in turn makes 
the judge's selection task all the more 
difficult. 
Clerkships are extremely competi­
tive and a recent movement toward the 
hiring of fewer clerks straight out of law 
school and more older lawyers who are 
further along in their career is making it 
even more difficult on those looking to 
obtain one of these coveted positions 
Many top students at the Law School are 
thus concerned. 
Thirty-seven year old Senior Vice 
President at Time Warner Adam Ci-
ongoli, who served as law clerk to Justice 
Alito for the balance of the last term, is a 
prime example of a non-recent law school 
graduate with advanced age and experi­
ence sweeping up clerking jobs typically 
reserved for those fresh out of school. 
Ciongoli brought to his clerkship 
an unusually seasoned resume. Having 
obtained an undergraduate degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania and a 
J.D. from Georgetown University Law 
Center, Ciongoli clerked for Judge Alito 
on the Third Circuit in 1995-96, worked 
at Kirkland & Ellis from 1996-99, served 
as an aide to then Senator John Ashcroft 
and later joined him at the US. Depart­
ment of Justice. After Ciongoli left the 
Bush Administration, he joined the legal 
department at Time Warner, where he 
served as the company's general counsel 
in Europe. 
Although Ciongoli's resume un­
doubtedly and understandably leads to 
nervousness among students who dream 
of obtaining judicial clerkships after grad­
uation, the Washington Post has argued 
that such fear is unfounded. 
In an article dated February 15, 
2006, the Washington Post noted that 
"[tjhough there has been a slight trend at 
the court toward hiring law clerks with 
a few years of work experience, the vast 
majority of clerks are recent law school 
graduates." 
However, in a time when applica­
tions are continually increasing and com­
petition is at its highest, it is important for 
prospective judicial clerks to understand 
who their competition may be. • 
FINALS from page 1. 
The proposal would then have to 
gain the approval of the faculty at large. 
Dean Schooner noted that the 
faculty of the law school are known for 
exercising caution on new proposals, even 
where, as in the case of flexible exam poli­
cies, many of the school's peer institutions 
long ago updated their policies. Dean 
Schooner noted that GW was far behind 
other schools in implementing a policy 
allowing students to take exams on laptop 
computers. It was not until then Profes­
sor Schooner along with Professor Todd 
Peterson ran successful pilot programs 
in their own classes that the faculty was 
willing to implement a general policy. 
However, as a result of the school's cau­
tion, GW experienced no major problems 
implementing the laptop policy, whereas 
many of its peer institutions experienced 
significant set backs. 
Dean Schooner supports the SBA's 
proposal. "It disappoints me that students 
don't take classes that they need or they 
believe they should take because of the 
exam schedule," he said. 
However, he cautions that there 
may be unintended consequences from 
such a policy. "One of the things that 
the students are going to have to come to 
grips with as we go down this path is that 
if the exam scheduling doesn't constrain 
students from selecting certain classes, far 
more students are going to attempt to take 
popular classes than those classes can ac­
commodate," Dean Schooner said. 
The Office of Academic Affairs has 
used the exam schedule in the past as a 
tool to dissuade students from selecting 
certain schedules. Removing that barrier, 
while allowing more choice, will also 
significantly increase the number of stu­
dents being bumped from popular classes, 
Dean Schooner estimates. However, the 
Law School allows students to priority 
one class each semester to help prevent 
students from being bumped from classes 
that they are particularly interested in. 
Dean Schooner also noted that a 
flexible exam policy would not cover first 
year exams, which would continue to op­
erate on a fixed schedule, as class choice 
is not an issue in the first year, when stu­
dents' schedules are predetermined and 
fixed by the school. 
A final proposal of a flexible exam 
policy is far from complete, and will de­
pend largely on the success of the pilot 
program this semester and the student 
surveys to be conducted this month. 
Many proposals remain on the 
table at this stage, including: true self-
scheduling of exams whereby students 
would select the time and date to take the 
test; take-home exams; more leniency in 
rescheduling fixed exam dates to accom­
modate class conflicts; offering students 
a two to three day window during which 
they may check out an exam and complete 
it during a fixed period of time after which 
they must check it back in; and allowing 
students to download the exam over the 
internet and submit it electronically. • 
GW Wishing Tree Helps 
Foster Kids 
BY AMY MARIE CASSIDY 
Staff Writer 
While the holidays are still several 
weeks away, members of the law school 
community have a reason to begin cel­
ebrating early. Organizers of the GW 
Wishing Tree Project have decorated a 
tree in the lounge area of Lerner Hall with 
fifty stars that each represent the name of 
a teenager in DC foster care who has a 
request for a holiday gift. 
On November 1st, Dean Frederick 
Lawrence officially kicked off the Wish­
ing Tree project by removing the first star. 
On the first day members of the GW com­
munity picked twenty-seven more stars, 
for a teenager that traditional holiday 
giving often overlooks. 
The GW Wishing Tree is the brain­
child of 2L Rhonda Foxx, who first or­
ganized a wishing tree as a junior at the 
University of North Carolina after Oprah 
Winfrey inspired her. This year Foxx 
brought her idea to the law school and 
with the hard work of members of both 
the Black Law Student Association and 
the Minority Affairs Committee of the 
SBA, it became a reality on November 1st 
when the wishing tree was unveiled. 
Foxx and her team managed to ob­
tain $10,000 in donations from General 
Motors, The Freddie Mac Foundation, 
the NFL, GW Law, Nike Brand Jor­
dan, ESPN, Best Buy, Wombie Carlyle 
Sandridge and Rice, and Winston and 
Strawn. 
Foxx's motivation is simple: "Most 
foster kids once they hit their teenage 
years do not get adopted and age out of 
foster care; many become homeless, un­
wed mothers, or are incarcerated." Foxx 
recognizes some of these teens "weren't 
given a fair shake from the start." She said 
that she hoped to change that trend. 
According to the organizers of the 
GW Wishing Tree project, traditional 
holiday toy drives target young children in 
foster care, and teenagers often go without 
presents. The foster teen were recom­
mended for involvement in the project by 
local social workers. 
Their requests include movie the­
atre gift certificates, gift cards to major 
merchants, and sporting equipment. How­
ever, these fifty teenagers, aged fifteen to 
eighteen, will be receiving a lot more than 
just the gifts donated by members of the 
law school community. 
On November 18th, the fifty foster 
teens and members of the community will 
gather at the ESPN Zone in downtown for 
a banquet and games. As part of its effort, 
the GW Wishing Tree project plans to 
introduce these teens to the legal profes­
sion through sports. Attorneys from the 
National Football League, the National 
Football League Players Association, the 
National Basketball Players Association, 
and a Major League Baseball agent from 
Williams and Connolly will serve as 
panelists to discuss possible legal careers 
in sports. 
In addition to the informational 
career panel, law students will perform 
a sample mock negotiation and then 
assist the teenagers in completing mock 
negotiations of their own with a problem 
entitled "Training Camp Holdout." The 
four winners selected during the mock 
negotiations will receive donated Ipods. 
At the conclusion of the negoti-
aions, the organizers will provide a buffet 
to the children along with the gifts selected 
for them. The project needs sixty-five 
student volunteers to assist with the event, 
organizers say. 
Those interested in contributing 
may contact Rhonda Foxx at rfoxx2@ 
law.gwu.edu. • 
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Tax Free Holiday 
Shopping 
BY EVELYN KIM 
Life Outside the Law 
As it's that time of the year when the stress levels are rising as 
finals are fast approaching (too fast if you ask me), I bring you some 
news to brighten your day: TAX FREE SHOPPING in DC. So put 
aside those thoughts of outlines and start brainstorming what gifts 
you will give your family and friends during the upcoming holiday 
season. I know it seems a bit soon to think about gifts, but please 
don't take me the wrong way, as I am not trying to be like those 
overzealous stores pushing Christmas gift ideas in your face before 
it's even Thanksgiving. My intent is to share with you a great way 
to save some money and to prevent the last minute holiday shop­
ping scramble. 
In an effort to boost holiday retail revenues, DC has its own 
"Sales Tax Holiday." This means that you can shop in DC from 
November 24 through December 3, and not be charged the 5.75% 
sales tax for certain items. Such qualifying items must be an article 
of clothing, footwear, accessory items, or school supplies, where: 
(1) the sales price of the item is $100 or less, and (2) the item is 
purchased between 12:01 am on the first day of the Sales Tax 
Holiday and midnight on the final day of the Sales Tax Holiday. 
This tax exemption applies to each qualifying item selling for $100 
or less per item, regardless of how many items are sold at the same 
time. For example, if you buy two pairs of shoes for $60 each, each 
item qualifies for the exemption, even though the total bill exceeds 
$100. Qualified items sold to purchasers in DC by mail, telephone 
or Internet qualify for the sales tax exemption if the customer or­
ders and pays for the item and the retailer accepts the order during 
the exemption period (even if delivery is made after the exemption 
period). For further clarification, the exempt sales items are defined 
as follows: 
1. "Accessory items" are jewelry, non-prescription eyeglasses, 
watches, watchbands, handbags, handkerchiefs, umbrellas, gloves, 
scarves, ties, headbands, hats, belts, belt buckles, and other tradi­
tional accessory items. 
2. "Clothing" is any article of apparel for humans, including 
pants, shirts and blouses, dresses, coats, jackets, belts, hats, undergar­
ments, and multiple piece garments sold as a set, if $100 or less. 
3. "School supplies" are pens, pencils, stationery, art supplies, 
book bags, lunch boxes, calculators, and other items purchased for 
educational use in the classroom, at home, or for any school activ­
ity-
4. "Shoes" are all footwear except skis, swim fins, roller blades, 
and roller-skates. 
Go to http://otr.cfo.dc.gov/otr/site/default.asp for more 
information. Happy tax-free shopping! • 
DANIEL GREENSPAHN 
The Top Ten 
Election Battlegrounds To Watch 
Today, voters nationwide will decide the fate of all 435 members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and 33 members of the U.S. Senate. Although most seats 
are not considered competitive, many races will be close calls, and control of both 
houses of Congress hangs in the balance. 
Republicans currently hold majorities in both houses of Congress (a 15 seat mar­
gin in the House and 6 seat margin in the Senate). With the war in Iraq and congressio­
nal scandals dominating news headlines in recent weeks, many pundits are predicting 
a number of volatile races. One year ago, only 7 House races were declared toss-ups 
by election expert Charlie Cook (3 Democrats, 4 Republicans). As of mid-October, 
25 races were deemed toss-ups, all of them held by Republican incumbents. 
How likely is it that one or both houses of Congress will change hands? His­
torically speaking, it rarely happens. From 1933 until 1994, the House and Senate 
remained in the control of the Democrats for all but a few terms. Since 1994, the 
Republicans have maintained their majority in both houses (except for a 2 year blip in 
the Senate when Jim Jeffords of Vermont defected from the GOP). In the last dozen 
years, neither party has picked up more than 8 seats in the House or 4 seats in the 
Senate in any election year. 
Nonetheless, on occasion voters have sent incumbents packing. Republicans 
picked up 46 seats on the coattails of President Reagan in 1980 and gained 62 seats in 
Congress with the Gingrich revolution in 1994. Democrats picked up 38 seats in the 
wake of the JFK assassination in 1964, and 52 seats following Watergate and Nixon's 
resignation in 1974. Of course, the last time a President from Texas was bogged down 
in an unpopular war going into midterm elections it cost his party 47 seats. Today's 
election results will determine whether President Johnson's experience will hold true 
for President Bush. 
For those who plan on watching the election returns tonight, here are the top 
ten battleground states, which will likely decide which party ends up in control of 
Congress: 
1. Connecticut: Politically complex, or perhaps confused, Connecticut is home 
to a popular Republican Governor and moderate Democratic Senator, Joe Lieber-
man, who is now running as an independent after being ousted in a primary by an 
increasingly liberal anti-Bush constituency. Several of Lieberman's house colleagues 
face similar challenges. Races To Watch. Rob Simmons (2), Chris Shays (4), Nancy \ 
Johnson (5)). J 
2. Indiana: Long a Republican stronghold, the GOP is in control of the governor's / 
mansion, the state legislature, and eight of the state's ten seats in Congress. But Demo­
cratic operatives have been targeting fundraising dollars into several close House races. 
Races to Watch: Chris Chocola (2), John Hostettler (8), Mike Sodrel (9). 
3. Missouri: This Bible Belt state's position straddling the Midwest and the 
South makes it a true swing state. Whether voters will re-elect incumbent Republican 
Senator Jim Talent or vote Democratic State Auditor Claire McCaskill into office is 
unclear, but anything can happen in a state that elected a dead guy to the Senate over 
John Ashcroft in 2000. 
4. New Jersey: Corruption has bedeviled Garden State politicians in recent | 
yean: Senator Robert Torricelli was implicated in a bribery scandal and Governor 
Jim McGreevey stepped down after an extramarital affair with a male employee. As 
a result, it is not clear which of two candidates with ethics concerns, Democrat in­
cumbent Robert Menendez or Republican State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., has a better 
shot at winning over cynical voters. 
5. New York: Most of the Empire State's congressional districts are in or around 
highly liberal New York City, yet rural, suburban, and small town voters in upstate 
communities have kept a moderate Republican Governor in office for more than a 
decade. Several upstate races are currendy too close to call. Races to Watch: Sue Kelly 
(19), John Sweeney (20), Sherwood Boehlert (24), James Walsh (25), Tom Reynolds 
(26), Randy Kuhl (29). 
6. Ohio: Rocked by lobbying scandals that brought down two high-ranking Re­
publicans (Governor Bob Taft and Representative Bob Ney), the state that narrowly j 
handed President Bush victory in 2004 may cost his party control of the House this 
year. The closest races are in south and central Ohio. Races to Watch: Steve Chabot (1), 
Deborah Pryce (15), Bob Ney (vacant) (18). 
7. Pennsylvania: A swing state in nearly every recent election, Pennsylvania is 
an amalgam of culturally conservative and blue-collar values. The state that narrowly 
favored Kerry (2004) and Gore (2000), may axe controversial Republican Senator, Rick 
Santorum, and several of his Republican colleagues in the House, particularly in the 
Philly suburbs. Races to Watch: Jim Gerlach (06), Curt Weldon (07), Mike Fitzpatrick 
(08), Don Sherwood (10). 
8. Rhode Island: The Senate's most liberal Republican, Lincoln Chaffee, is 
fighting for re-election over charges that he is a Republican in name only. Taking on 
Democrat Sheldon Whitehouse, the state's former Attorney General, Chafee's fate 
will demonstrate, in part, whether there is room in Congress for politicians who buck 
their parties' leadership. 
9. Tennessee: Its next Junior Senator will take over the seat vacated by Bill Frist 
who is stepping down (read: 2008 presidential bid). Whether the winner is 3ob Corker, 
the former Republican mayor of Chattanooga, or Harold Ford, the Democratic Con­
gressman who represents Memphis and its surroundings, the seat will likely determine 
which party takes control of the Senate. 
10. Virginia: Trading charges about insensitivity towards foreigners and women, 
incumbent Republican George Allen and Democratic nominee Jim Webb have been 
at the center of a negative campaign that may result in a crippled victory for either 
candidate. Nonetheless, the result from our commonwealth neighbor will be a crucial 
race for Congress' upper chamber. • 
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Drew Bledsoe Has Nothing On Us 
Monday, October 30, 2006 
Welcome Readers 
We are starting this site in response 
to the excellent reception received by 
Drew Bledsoe's blog. However, this won't 
be a platform for us 
bitching out the people 
who are starting ahead 
of us, since all three of 
us are the best players 
on our respective teams. 
Don't worry, Drew, I'm 
sure you'll get your job 
back eventually. It is an 
exciting time here in the 
District, now that my 
team is back in season 
(and I also beat my ar­
rest rap from this sum­
mer). Last week, we 
rolled out our new gold 
alternate jerseys, giv-
PM 
Posted by Alexander the Great @6:11 
JONATHAN AUERBACH 
mg me an excuse to 
double my current 
jersey collection to 
500. We open this 
Wednesday at Cleveland, and I've got 
a little something planned for LeBron 
before the game. Stay tuned. 
Posted by Agent ZERO @5:15 AM 
Your job's your credit 
We had a bye yesterday. This gave 
me a lot of time to think up some new 
characters for the season, which is prob­
ably going to be the highlight of our 
season at this point. I've been talking to 
Joe every day about starting my boy Todd 
Collins instead of that idiot Brunell. Me 
and Sean Taylor had a plan to get rid of 
him permanently this summer. We set him 
up to star in one of our Eastern Motors 
Training Camp commercial, and then 
have LaVar tackle him from behind into 
a pickup truck. It was the perfect plan, but 
he cancelled the day before to go to some 
Bible Convention. 
Posted by Sherriff Gonna Getcha @ 
4:30 PM 
Hello Friend 
I am very honored to be writing 
on internet weblog. Thanks Gilbert and 
Clinton for giving me very amazing 
chance to practice my English. I learned 
this language as young boy in Moscow 
by listening to Yakov Smirnov tapes, so 
please excuse me if I sound like him. 
As you know, I am a super-class hockey 
player for the Washington Capitols. This 
season I have many teammate who actu­
ally score goals. What a country! Tonight 
I am in Calgary to play Flames. I do not 
understand your North American team 
nicknames. In Soviet Russia, team names 
you. Seriously. My name used to be 
Arkadiy Arkadov. What a country! 
Left- Wing Lock 
Wednesday, November 1, 2006 
I am hilarious 
So tonight we 
were in Cleveland to 
play the Cavs and LeB­
ron, who beat us in 
the playoffs last year 
because LeBron paid 
the officials $50 be­
fore each game and 
gave them starring 
roles in the new "The 
LeBrons" Nike ads. 
This had been eating 
at me all summer, so 
I hatched a plan to 
get revenge. Before 
the game, I snuck into 
the Cavs' locker 
room, stole Bron 
Bron's new Zoom 
LeBron III shoes 
and replaced them 
with my Adidas Gil Zeros. My old team­
mate Larry Hughes gave me the code to 
the locker room, and he lent me a Cavs 
warm-up jersey so I could blend in. Yes 
I've been planning this for awhile. After 
I switched the shoes, I went to the local 
Boys and Girls Club and donated them to 
the first kid I saw. He was really happy. I 
also gave him LeBron's watch. Too bad 
we lost, since I missed the first half of 
the game. 
Posted by Agent ZERO @11:37 PM 
We're talking practice 
It's Wednesday, which means 
Coach Saunders give us the game plan 
for this weekend's pivotal game against 
our hated rival, the Cowboys. I've been 
looking forward to this game for the past 
two weeks because if we lose, that means 
I can check out for the rest of the season. 
People have been talking about Coach's 
supposed 700-page playbook all season, 
and frankly it's all pretty stupid. Sure, Mr. 
Snyder cut down an entire forest on his 
property, but it was to get a better view 
of the Potomac. If you want the truth, 
we don't even have a playbook. Brunell 
just shouts out patterns at the line and 
then taps his helmet twice if we're going 
to run. Gotta run, I'm about to go to my 
favorite nightclub in DC, Fur. 
Posted by Reverend Gonna Change @ 
11:53 PM 
Hello again Friend 
We had great victory over Calgary 
on Monday. I scored two assists. Hoora! 
Comrade Semin is scoring many goal this 
year. It is good to have fellow Russian on 
team because he understand all my jokes, 
like the one about prostitute from Vladi­
vostok. He laugh many times. We opened 
new rink in Arlington for many practice 
sessions. I am excited to go to Coldstone 
Creamery and get large ice cream sundae. 
In Soviet Russia, stone colds you! 
PM 
Posted by Alexander the Great @ 11:59 
Friday, November 03, 2006 
I continue to amuse myself 
Tomorrow is our home opener 
against the Celtics and we will be raising 
a new banner to the rafters of the Verizon 
Center. No, not another Mystics League 
Attendance Record banner. This one just 
has the number zero. My idea. As you 
know, I am donating $100 to a different 
local school for each point I score at home 
this season. Just a heads up for those of 
you who have me on your fantasy team: 
don't start me on the road. I'm going to 
put up at least 60 points at home, but 
on the road, I'm going to need to take a 
break. It's for the kids. Yesterday at prac­
tice I switched all the new fake leather 
balls with the old real leather ones we 
used last season. You should have seen 
everyone's faces when I told them. They 
were not happy. 
Posted by Agent ZERO @ 3:46 PM 
Veinte Y Seis 
People are always making a big 
deal about the so-called crazy antics of 
the wide receivers in the league. Oh, 
Chad Johnson said something at a press 
conference and didn't back it up during 
the game! Let's all pay attention to him. 
And don't get me started on TO. Falling 
asleep in meetings! Oh, what a bad ass. 
Everyone does that. I'm in a meeting right 
now while I'm writing this, instead of 
listening to Coach Saunders explain how 
many helmet taps is an off tackle play. I 
think it's three. 
Posted by Kid Bro Sweets @ 5:15 PM 
Greetings Friend 
I am very excited about the game 
tonight. Kaptain Chris Clark told me that 
bare naked ladies are singing American 
anthem. What a country! I have not seen 
woman naked since vacation in Amster­
dam last summer. Russian women also 
good looking. I have many offers from 
Russian brides but I am not ready to settle 
down. I am still enjoying crazy bachelor 
lifestyle here in District of Columbia. 
Tonight after the game, I will go to Reef 
in Adam Morgans with Comrade Kov-
alchuk. He is big fan of fish. In Adams 
Morgan, beer drinks you! 
Drag 
Race 
Did my absence make your heart 
grow fonder? I kind of hope so. Anyway, 
during my sojourn, I attended this year's 
20th Annual High Heel Drag Race. In 
this race, gentlemen in the community 
dress in drag, wear high heels, and have 
a race. Get it? I've lived here four years 
but this was my first drag race. I had a 
great time. 
BIFF 
Biff About Town 
The Drag Race is staged on 17th 
Street in Dupont Circle. Three or four 
blocks of streets are cordoned off, and 
viewers line the streets and watch. Before 
the actual race, gentlemen in drag have a 
mini-pageant: the racers saunter up and 
down the street, posing for pictures and 
greeting their fans. The quality of cos­
tume ranged from the more pedestrian 
fellow donning a cocktail dress to the 
The quality of costume 
ranged from the more 
pedestrian fellow 
donning a cocktail dress 
to the highly elaborate 
and committed. Some 
of my favorites: a 
gentleman was dressed 
as Condoleezza Rice and 
had six Secret Service 
agents surrounding him. 
PM 
Posted by Alexander the Great @ 6:44 
• 
highly elaborate and committed. Some of 
my favorites: a gentleman was dressed as 
Condoleezza Rice and had six Secret Ser­
vice agents surrounding him. There was 
a six foot four JonBenet Ramsay, escorted 
by a dead ringer for that weird molester-
looking guy that falsely confessed to her 
murder. We saw the Fanta girls. I got my 
picture taken with Ms. Baghdad 2006, 
and I pet the live chicken that came along 
for the race. In addition, there was loud 
techno and some fairly accomplished, 
choreographed dancing. 
I was struck by how everyone at 
the race seemed really happy to be there. 
It was a friendly, ridiculous atmosphere. 
Even the police on the street appeared to 
be enjoying themselves, as fans and racers 
alike catcalled the cops. I was person­
ally able to appreciate the race with an 
enhanced Big Gulp cup, and I was not 
alone. I should note that at no point was 
I out with the contestants racing, as I am a 
slow runner and a dress fails to accentuate 
my best attributes. 
Naturally, the actual race takes a 
backseat to the actual pageantry surround­
ing it, but a race was held nonetheless. 
Our race winner had kicked off his high 
heels and was sprinting like mad. Most of 
the other contestants promenaded up the 
streets beaming, giving us their best Queen 
Elizabeth wave. Outstanding. It's safe to 
say that at the 20th Annual Drag Race, all 
of the racers there were winners. • 
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MELISSA ANAGNOSTI 
The Main Attraction 
I have a correction to make from last week's column. I was reading something 
on-line about It Happened One Night, and apparently, neither Clark Gable nor Claudette 
Colbert was happy about making the movie. According to what I read, Clark Gable 
was on loan from MGM as punishment for asking for more money, and Claudette 
Colbert was finally convinced into making the film after an offer of $50,000. Gable 
became more enthusiastic about the film over the course of shooting it, but Colbert 
continued to be a pill. The movie was shot over four weeks, and Claudette Colbert 
complained to her friends that it was the worst movie she ever made. She was one hell 
of an actress considering she won Best Actress for the role! The movie is currently 
running on Comcast under free movies. I still highly recommend it. With that correc­
tion aside, here are five more of my eclectic movie picks: 
21. Gardens of the Night (DARK DRAM A) S TARRING 
Loren Dean, John Malkovich, Peta Wilson, Jeremy Sisto and Tom Arnold, directed 
by Damien Harris. I haven't seen this movie and neither have you because it's still 
in production. The movie centers on two pedophiles who kidnap a young girl and 
release her when she comes of age. The movie cuts back and forth between the time 
the girl is kidnapped and her struggle to find her way home after her release. Damien 
Harris wrote the script after two years of speaking with runaways, pimps, cops, and 
counselors. My friend Michal Shemesh is currently editing this movie, and she is really 
excited about the project. She says the film will probably be ready for release in about 
a year, and it will make its debut at one of the film festivals. Michal has worked on a 
lot of great films like Heist, Serendipity, Spartan , The Boxer, and Gangs of New York, so 
I trust her recommendation. She's also googleable, which I think is so cool. 
22. Gangs of New York (DRAMA) starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron Diaz, Liam Neeson, and John C. Reilly, 
directed by Martin Scorsese. In his signature longwinded style, Martin Scorsese spins 
an epic tale of New York City's lower east side where Irish immigrant Amsterdam 
Vallon seeks revenge for the death of his father. The movie pits the new Irish immi­
grants against the Protestant inhabitants of New York in a series of gang wars based 
on the New York Draft Riots of 1863. (If you read about the New York Draft Riots 
before you see it, the movie will make a lot more sense.) I had the opportunity to see 
the director's cut of this movie before Harvey Weinstein (Miramax) had his way with 
it, so I recommend seeing the director's cut if and when it's released on DVD. Either 
way, this movie is worth seeing for Daniel Day-Lewis's outstanding performance as 
"The Butcher" who killed Amsterdam's father. 
23. My Own Private Idaho (DRAMA) starring Keanu 
Reeves and River Phoenix directed by Gus Van Sant. I think this movie is so beautiful. 
It was released in 1991 when Keanu Reeves showed promise as an actor and River 
Phoenix was already critically acclaimed. River plays a sensitive narcoleptic prostitute 
named Mike who falls in love with a rich kid named Scott (Keanu Reeves.) Scott is 
trying to embarrass his father, the Mayor of Portland, and Mike is trying to find his 
long lost mother. As they travel across the country, the pair live on the street, do drugs, 
and sell themselves to men and women for money. The film includes absolutely stun­
ning scenes when River Phoenix falls asleep and dreams of his childhood. This may 
re a difficult movie to sit through, but it has attained cult status. The beautiful fashion 
in which it's shot and River Phoenix's acting just kill me. 
24. Buena Vista Social Club (DOCUMENTARY) featur­
ing Ry Cooder, Ruben Gonzalez, Compay Segundo, Eliades Ochoa, Babarito Torres, 
Ibrihim Ferrer, and Omara Portuondo, among other musicians. I hope most of you 
have seen or heard of this documentary. I watched this documentary with my Puerto 
Rican grandfather who knew all of the music and thought most of theses musicians 
were dead. In fact, since this documentary has been made, some of the musicians have 
passed away. The documentary begins when Ry Cooder and his son travel to Cuba in 
search of Buena Vista Social Club members whose music was famous in the 1940s. 
Interviews with the musicians and footage of them recording the Bueno Vista Social 
Club album are disbursed throughout the film. The documentary culminates with the 
arrival of the musicians in New York City to perform at Radio City Musical. Most of 
them do not speak English, and New York is their first taste of America. Consequently, 
much of the footage is quite endearing. Plus, they really rock out on stage. If you don't 
enjoy documentaries, do yourself a favor, and buy the soundtrack. 
25. Labyrinth (ADVENTURE) starring David Bowie and Jen­
nifer Connelly, directed by Jim Henson. My parents took me to see this movie in the 
theater in 1986.1 was around eight or nine, and the movie frightened me. I still love 
it, although I can't quite figure out why my parents took me to see it. My father is not 
David Bowie kind of guy. Nevertheless, the movie is about a teenage girl, Sarah, 
(played by Jennifer Connelly) who still dreams of being a fairy princess. When her 
parents ask her to baby sit her little brother Toby, she feels very misunderstood and put 
upon. Later that night when the baby won't stop crying, Jennifer accidentally conjures 
up the Goblin King (played by David Bowie) who fulfills her wish of making Toby 
go away. Now, Sarah has only thirteen hours to find the Goblin King's Castle in the 
Labyrinth before Toby will be turned into a Goblin forever. George Lucas produced 
this movie, and Jim Henson's puppets were inspired by Maurice Sendak's books (Where 
the Wild Things Are.) Ingenious. 
• 
We struggle, but we hustle, 
man, we hustle round the clock 
If you're a 2L like me, and you've 
gotten a firm job lined up for the summer, 
give yourself a big pat on the back and pop 
the top on a magnum of Moet. Mission 
accomplished. You have no real responsi­
bilities for the next eighteen months except 
to keep out of jail 
and show up for 
exams sober. „f y„r„r:: A Story of K Street 
GARTLEBY 
this scheme, let 
me explain how it works: your 1L ac­
complishments will largely determine 
how many doors you open up for your­
self. Dovetailing on that, how well you 
conduct yourself through interviews in 
such complacence — or enthusiasm, as 
did the Virginia law student. 
Keep this in mind: Law schools are 
selling two important things: brand-name 
(and the corresponding employer loy­




ing for a future 
clerkship, profes­
sorship, or have 
some change of heart about where you 
want to work while still in school, there's 
nothing really left fighting for after you 
pass the callback. 
So, let's force ourselves to take a 
the fall of 2L year will largely determine rational perspective. It takes eight weeks 
what kind of job you will have at gradu- of basic training to make a marine. It 
ation - if you're lucky enough to have a should take no more than one year of 
job at all. basic training to make a lawyer. 
The system is I dream of law 
cruel but efficient. school as a mental boot 
Employers look at [MJaintClining OUT camp that runs for a sol-
first-year grades to a:i: id twelve months from 
identify the students scholarly diligence August IO Au gust and 
who were able to grasp brings diminishing no farther. Everything, 
and apply the essen- returns and I mean everything, 
rials of jurisprudence " * " will center on building 
with the greatest sue-
cess early on (which, by proxy, indicates 
how quickly they will grasp legal practices 
and assimilate into the firm). Summer 
associate programs act as a probationary 
period of employment, and assuming the 
student gets a decent evaluation, he can 
a rock-solid foundation 
of legal research and writing - a program 
that meets daily and gives a new assign­
ment once, maybe twice a week. You'll 
get heavy instruction in two core courses 
(contracts and civil procedure) and man­
datory participation in a skills board and 
expect that the firm will want to engage journal to round it out. The program will 
him as a permanent associate after he last a full thre e semesters. At the end of 
graduates. the summer you'll emerge with a fresh 
And once that happens, it frees up a new J.D. and an official transcript show-
lot of time for beer and softball. For many ing how much better or worse you did 
of us, maintaining our scholarly diligence than everyone else that year. You'll have 
brings diminishing returns that are often everything you paid for. 
not worth the rime or hassle. And after that, brace yourselves. 
I take the term "beer and softball" You'll be out of school, detached from the 
from an AP news story from last fall that fetters and freedoms of academia. And 
debated the necessity of the third year of you'll have to get a job. Probably not a 
law school; the quote comes from a UVA legal job, but just something to put food 
graduate describing the great time she had on the table while you build the rest of 
taking on an additional $50,000 in debt, your lawyering skills on your own. 
Her perspective is not unusual. At many You'll look for pro bono work, 
top law schools, it was found, students had firm employment, clerkships, and other 
a noted tendency to slack off the final year substantive experience, offering to do it 
(studying one-third the amount of time for free if necessary. You'll write articles 
that they did as lLs). and research papers and try to get them 
While I don't condemn this behav- published. You'll pit yourself against 
ior, I have to question why it gets prompt- other young lawyers in moot court and 
ed in the first place; why a professional mock trial competitions. You'll hold your 
program has to continue for another three breath, network as much as you can, cold-
semesters after most of the outcome-de- call as much as you can, and hope you 
terminative factors that allow one to find make the right impression on somebody, 
gainful employment have fallen into place. You'll not waste time sitting on your lau-
I mean, obviously, 2L and 3L years have rels, content that you've got the system 
some value in terms of the substantive beat. You'll work your ass off from start 
material they can teach us and the op- to finish. And once you get a job, you'll 
portunities extracurricular competitions work some more, 
can afford. And obviously, the ABA has There is a famous painting by 
an interest in erecting a higher barrier to Raphael entitled "School of Athens." At 
entry - otherwise, the market would be the center are Plato and his pupil Aristo-
even more saturated with JDs. tie. Plato has his finger pointing up at the 
Nonetheless, while the law schools ceiling to indicate his favor toward the 
provide employers with a streamlined lofty empyrean of the abstract — of un-
recruiting program, this is a comparably touchable, unknowable ideals and Forms, 
inefficient academic system for their stu- The stubborn Aristotle has his hand out 
dents. There are better ways to accomplish parallel to the ground to indicate the 
the same result - ways that would reduce worldly interactions that comprise Na-
the opportunity cost of foregone salary ture and how Man, as a part of it, must 
and time students must bear having to understand how to manipulate empirical 
complete a three-year curriculum. It dis- reality to accord with his will. It's not a 
heartens me to see higher education acting perfect analogue, but I think that Aristotle, 
as an incubator, a buffer to keep us from as a man who valued empirical reasoning 
flooding the market too soon before we've and practicality, would have had more 
paid our dues. It disheartens me further constructive ideas about what to do with 
to see how so many people regard it with life than waste it on beer and softball. • 
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Response to: "I Want to Sue 
the ABA" 
BY DANIEL SUVOR 
GWABA Representative 
I would like to publicly respond to 
the article "I want to sue the American 
Bar Association" (10-24-06). Normally 
I would let this kind of satirical piece at­
tempt humor and go without a response. 
But filled with so many inaccuracies and 
misconceptions, this article serves only to 
mislead GW Law students towards what 
is a truly visionary and useful organiza­
tion. When it comes to organizations such 
as the ABA, they are what you make of 
them. What's the old saying? You can 
lead a horse to water, but you can't make 
it drink. 
Now, you could sit around reading 
The Onion online all day, or you could 
actually check out one of the so-called 
"stupid luncheons" and see some of the 
great things we're doing at the ABA. You 
can get involved with the ABA in provid­
ing pro bono legal assistance to the vic­
tims of Hurricane Katrina (www.abanet. 
org/katrina). Or, you can contact your 
Congressman to help us lobby for Loan 
Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) 
reform www.abanet.org/lsd/legislation. 
With 400,000 members, the ABA 
is the world's largest voluntary organiza­
tion. As a member, you literally have to 
be someone "dumb enough to respond 
to junk mail" not to have the initiative to 
take advantage of an organization this 
size. The opportunities to get involved 
and make a difference are there, you just 
have to seize them. 
GW Law has 
always had a sym- M 
biotic relationship 
with the ABA and 
the Law Student Di­
vision. Not only has 
our Student Bar As­
sociation won SBA 
of the Year award the 
past two years, GW 
Law has historically 
been active in ABA 
leadership. Our last 
two SBA Presidents 
(Eric Koester and 
Sam Jammal) have 
served on the ABA 
Law Student Division 
Board, with Eric serving as Vice President 
of SBA and Sam as Division Delegate. 
In addition, recent GW Law alum, Chris 
Jeter, served as Chair of the Law Student 
Division. Law school faculty has also 
been heavily involved in ABA Section 
GW Law has always had 
a symbiotic relationship 
with the ABA and the Law 
Student Division. Not 
only has our Student Bar 
Association won SBA of 
the Year award the past 
two years, GW Law has 
historically been active in 
ABA leadership. 
limited to Dean Morrison and Professor 
Salzburg. 
The point is that one student's 
factually inaccurate account of his 
own "incompetent" decision to join the 
ABA should be viewed in light of the 
larger GW/ABA history. 
This year the 
wmmmmmmmmmmmi Law Student Divi­
sion is engaging in an 
unprecedented effort 
to educate and mo­
bilize law students 
around the issue of 
student debt. In the 
spring, ABA mem­
bers will be receiv­
ing a report on law 
student debt, as well 
as different federal 
and state-level rem­
edies toward making 
law school more af­
fordable. Many law 
~ schools have LRAP 
programs, but most still do not. Some 
states have adopted state-wide LRAP 
programs, but these are often unfunded 
mandates. On the federal level, legisla­
tion has been proposed in Congress, but 
no votes on these critical bills have taken 
leadership. This list includes, but is not place. As the response to rising student 
debt has been slow or nonexistent, stu­
dents are still mortgaging their futures, 
and the pool of public interest lawyers 
continues to dry up. 
As many of us are graduating with 
over $100,000 in debt, it is a priority of the 
ABA Law Student Division to encourage 
the 110th Congress to address the issue of 
rising debt and make public interest work 
more affordable. What the program really 
needs is support from interested students, 
organizations, members of the commu­
nity, and the legislature. The educational 
and lobbying effort will culminate with 
ABA Day on April 18th and 19th on 
Capitol Hill. 
Listen, if you want your $25 back 
(ABA membership is actually $20), mem­
ber services would be happy to refund 
your dues. And if you want to get removed 
from our listserv (it is extremely easy to 
opt out of ABA communications), just 
let me know. 
We are proud of our work at the 
ABA and encourage all law students at 
GW to get involved with our programs. 
But in the end, we can only sign you up. 
You need to take the next step. 
- Daniel Suvor represents the American 
Bar Association at The George Washing ton 
University Law School. • 
Register for the 
2007 McKenna Long & Aldridge 
"Gilbert A. Cuneo" Government Contracts 
Moot Court Competition 
Obtain 1 Credit-Hour 
At least $1,500 Available in Prize Money 
Top 10-15% of Competitors Invited to Join Moot Court Board 
Opportunity to have Briefs Published 
Post-Competition Reception at McKenna Long & Aldridge 
Great Networking Opportunities! 
No Government Contracts experience required!! 
First Round: March 24, 2007 at GW Law School 
Semi-Final Round: March 31, 2007 at GW Law School 
Final Round: Early April at U.S. Court of Federal Claims (Date TBA) 
For more information, please contact: 
Elissa Bretz or Steve Smyers 
ebretz@law.gwu.edu or ssmyers@law.gwu.edu 
Co-Chairs, Government Contracts Moot Court Competition 
Nota Bene Tuesday, November 7, 2006 Page 9 
Election O 
BV ADAM PEA RI.MAN 
Staff Writer 
It certainly will wear out your 
thumb trying to click to a channel high 
enough to get away from any mention 
of election, voting, 
Bush, Republican, 
Democrat, Foley, 
Iraq, or, the magic 
word right now, "ma­
jority." Tensions are, 
we're told, as high as 
they've ever been. Of 
course, we heard the 
same thing in 2004, 
2002, 2000, etc. all 
the way back to, prob­
ably, 1986. (1984 was 
probably the "least 
tense" election year 
during the lifetimes 
of most anybody on 
this campus, the ben­
efit of a Presidential 
candidate winning 
49 states.) 
In addition to 
being tense, these elections are, of course, 
"important." As a firm believer in the 
civic duty to vote, I agree in principle. 
But why, really, is this election any more 
Tensions are, we 're told, 
as high as they 've ever 
been. Of course, we heard 
the same thing in 2004, 
2002, 2000, etc. all the 
way back to, probably, 
1986. (1984 was probably 
the "least tense" election 
year during the lifetimes 
of most anybody on this 
campus, the benefit of a 
Presidential candidate 
winning 49 states.) 
important than any other? Will it live up 
to the hype? 
I predict, categorically, no. Why? 
Simply because nobody is going to be 
happy in two years, no matter what the 
outcome this week. If the Democrats win 
a majority in one or both houses, expect 
a virtual standstill in 
policy development. 
Nothing of any im­
portance will hope 
to pass. Besides stark 
differences in ideol­
ogy with the Presi­
dent, a Democratic 
Congress would have 
every reason to cause 
further (very public) 
turmoil. A Demo­
cratic win would be a 
strong turn that they 
would exploit in a 
bid to take the White 
House in '08, and 
part of the strategy 
would inevitably be to 
make the Republican 
^—administration look 
as bad as possible by 
forcing vetoes and picking fights. 
But what if the Republicans re­
main fairly invincible at the ballot box and 
keep both houses? Then the party, left to 
its own devices for another 730 days, will 
be left with no material incentive to stop 
its in-fighting and reunite for 2008. And 
if public dissatisfaction and disenchant­
ment continues to rise, if the Republican 
message machine is not successful in 
emphasizing our strong economy or the 
virtues of our anti-terror programs, then 
'08 will look bleak for them indeed. 
This election will not likely 
change our course of action in Iraq. I 
think it's fair to predict 
that even the 2008 elec­
tion will not (although 
2012 surely will - who­
ever is our next presi­
dent will need to make 
significant progress in 
the Middle East before 
running for reelection). 
This is a difficult period 
in American political 
history. In the stages 
of grief, our vehement, 
collective anger over 
9/11 has been tempered 
by our individualistic 
impatience, our often 
self-deprecating sense 
of what is noble, and our sometimes nar­
row view of self-interests. This election 
will be about a lot of negatives - not nega­
tive in the sense of "bad," but negative in 
In the stages of grief, 
our vehement, collective 
anger over 9/11 has 
been tempered by 
our individualistic 
impatience, our often 
self-deprecating sense 
of what is noble, and 
our sometimes narrow 
view of self-interests. 
the sense of absence - will the absence 
of attacks at home be valued more than 
the absence of those serving overseas? 
Will the absence of consensus mean the 
absence of progress? Will the absence 
of certainty doom us to an absence of 
faith? 
Certainly, the "bad" definition 
of "negative" abounds; both parties have 
used negative publicity to a sickening ex­
tent. But, in terms of the election results, 
after we count reds 
and blues on Tuesday 
night, that won't mat­
ter so much. We will 
have two years until 
the next election, most 
of which will probably 
be spent complaining 
about whoever is in 
office. Still, amidst this 
season's hype, I am 
reminded of something 
Michael Moore said 
after the 2004 election; 
he opined that the 
Democrats must not 
be getting their message 
out. What is certain is 
that if the Dems lose this one, then the 
problem is likely that they are getting theft-
message out, and it's probably time for 
them to change it. H 
Told Ya So 
BY ACERBUS 
Loving PRE 
My two favorite human experi­
ences are making someone else angry and 
knowing that I'm right (laughter coming 
in at a close third). I've had the fortune 
of basking in both 
experiences this past 
week. 
Based on what 
I hear, my last article 
has elicited some sort 
of formal response 
from the American 
Bar Association. I 
hope they are really, 
really pissed off, be­
cause the last thing 
I want to have is a 
reasonable argument 
with an ABA repre­
sentative over this 
topic. Mainly because 
I'll probably lose. 
As for being 
right, I am going to 
go ahead and say that 
my Halloween Party 
predictions came true 
for most people. Great letter by Sam 
Jammal, by the way. As right as I was, 
however, about most people's experience 
(not enough alcohol), I managed to get 
completely, excessively, black-out drunk. 
When people showed up and realized 
that we were not having a separate law 
school party, a lot of them left. My friends 
collected their tickets. I was way too out 
Based on what I hear, 
my last article has 
elicited some sort of 
formal response from 
the American Bar 
Association. I hope 
they are really, really 
pissed off, because the 
last thing I want to 
have is a reasonable 
argument with an ABA 
representative over this 
topic. Mainly because 
I'll probably lose. 
of it to remember this, but apparendy we 
racked up a lot of free drinks. So, thank 
you, Deans who did not want an open 
bar, you encouraged my binge drinking 
and alcoholism. I love efforts to impose 
moderation that backfire. 
Now, moving on to things I dislike: 
my two least favorite human experi-




for the last several 
weeks I have been un­
able to view any of 
my favorite television 
shows—from Jeopardy 
to Jericho to Friday 
Night Lights to The O. C. 
(it's back!)—without 
experiencing both. The 
shows themselves have 
been great. It's 
the commer-
cials, specifical­
ly the political 
ads, that have 




ad that caught my attention was 
the Ehrlich ad trashing O'Malley 
for his record as Baltimore's mayor. 
After quoting a bunch of crime sta­
tistics from Baltimore, Ehrlich asks 
if Marylanders (is that how you say 
it?) really want him as governor. —m 
Now, I personally have no opinion about 
O'Malley. He could be an awful executive 
I was way too out of it to 
remember this, but apparently 
we racked up a lot of free 
drinks. So, thank you, Deans 
who did not want an open 
bar, you encouraged my binge 
drinking and alcoholism. 
I love efforts to impose 
moderation that backfire. 
or a brilliant leader. I simply don't know. 
But as anyone who watches The Wire does 
know, "Bodymore, 
Murderland" is not 
exactly a peaceful 
community. Of 
course the crime 
stats are going to 
be awful—a lot of 
Baltimore is awful. 
It's like running an 
ad in the Georgia 
race saying the cen­
sus data revealed 
no decrease in red­
necks, shotguns, 
and pick-up trucks. 
This ad annoys me. 
A lot. 
However much the Ehrlich ad may 
annoy, the Webb and Allen ads are just 
plain embarrassing. Did you know that 
But as anyone who watches The Wire 
does know, "Bodymore, Murderland" 
is not exactly a peaceful community. 
Of course the crime stats are going to 
be awful—a lot of Baltimore is awful. 
It's like running an ad in the Georgia 
race saying the census data revealed no 
decrease in rednecks, shotguns, and pick­
up trucks. This ad annoys me. A lot. 
Webb hates women? That Allen hates 
black people and "foreigners?" That Webb 
likes to write about gay sex in his novels? 
That Allen "voted with George Bush 96% 
of the time!" (when 
did Bush start to 
vote in Congress?). 
Good God. 
I honestly 
believe that when 
politicians are in 
a close race they 
revert back to theft 
childhood; they 
start to believe any­
thing they're told. 
I can picture the 
conversation now: 
"Yes Mr. Politi-
cian, if we super­
impose this graphic 
behind your opponent's head, play some 
menacing music, and run the ad during 
commercial breaks for Friday Night Lights 
over and over and over again we 
are going to grab that elusive 
independent vote!" 
Honestly, who gets paid 
to make these advertisements? 
I bet they've got some sort of 
degree in psychology and mar­
keting or political anthropology. 
Little do the politicians know, 
the consultants' degrees are not 
designed to aid them in swaying 
the electorate with clever mind 
games but rather to persuade 
desperate politicians that they 
should pay a lot of money to 
make a pathetic advertisement. 
I can't wait until November 8"' when I can 
watch my television in peace. • 
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Republicans Are the Party of 
Christmas,Lloyd Christmas. 
In the weeks leading up to today's 
election, the Republican Party let the mask 
slip one last time and revealed its true self 
to the electorate. It is not the party of fiscal 
responsibility or physical 
security. It is not the party 
of traditional values or 
personal virtues. It is the 
party of Lloyd Christmas, 
plugging their ears when 
The interest of the man must be con­
nected with the constitutional rights of 
the place." Members of Congress would 
police the executive in order to protect 
their own power. And, 
BY JOSHUA TEITELBAUM SO it went through the 
f . decades and the wars of Oil the Left our history. 
The Joint Commit­
tee on the Conduct of 
facts fly their way they don't want to hear 
while screaming at the top of their lungs 
to distract others from the truth. 
Their latest manifestation of Jim 
Carrey's classic Dumb and Dumber char­
acter came in a hidden provision of the 
military reauthorization bill just signed 
by the President that closes the office of 
the Special Inspector General for Iraq 
Reconstruction. It is emblematic of every 
dysfunction currently plaguing the legisla­
tive process: complete lack of oversight, 
the influence of special interests, and 
the exclusion of the 
opposition party from 
negotiations. 
This Republican 
Congress and President 
would rather not know 
the War, controlled by Republicans, pub­
lished reports, criticized military opera­
tions, and exposed the fraud in military 
procurements of Republican President 
Lincoln during the Civil War with the 
Confederate army at the edge of Wash­
ington D.C. Democratic Senator Harry 
Truman chaired the Special Committee 
to Investigate the National Defense Pro­
gram during the tenure of Democratic 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
The Truman Committee, as it came to 
be known, published over 50 reports, held 
more than 400 hearings 
Ti • /> ./. with 1,798 witnesses. This Republican T . ' _ 1 In 1966, Democratic 
Congress and Senator (and GW Law 
President would alumnus) J. William 
Fulbright held televised 
of the inefficiencies of rather not know ofthe hearings on the Vietnam 
the war in Iraq frustrat- inefficiencies of the War. He brought in the 
ing its success than suf- j frustrating Secretary of State of 
fer the minimal political _ ° Democratic President 
consequences of airing its SUCCeSS th an Suffer Lyndon Johnson. That 
them for the sake of ac- minimal political the Party111 Power in the 
tual improvement. Stu- .. . . White House and Con-
art Bowen Jr., th e Spe- con sequences of airing gress are the same has 
cial Inspector General them for the Sake of not historically meant 
who has been with the . , • .... that the latter can't hold 
n  . ,  .  , .  ,  a c t u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t .  , ,  f  President smce his days r the former to account. 
•••••••••••• But we live in an 
age of political polar­
ization and parity where the smallest of 
swings in political opinion decide the 
outcomes in elections. There are structural 
elements unique to this Congress that have 
stymied the First branch from policing the 
Second. The President is the leader of his 
party, and his majority in Congress views 
its responsibility (and ticket to re-election) 
as that of passing the President's agenda. 
There are personal elements that make 
this even more difficult. The President has 
a penchant for personal loyalty, and the 
Iraq war was distinctly one of choice, his 
choice. Combine the structural elements 
with the personal ones, and the final 
product is an environment where criticism 
of the war effort amounts to criticism of 
the President or the troops themselves. In 
an election season, these critics become 
victims of personal accusations that they 
are the unpatriotic ones. 
In the closing of Special Inspector 
Bowen's office we have the intersection of 
an administration more bent on winning 
elections than securing the safety of its 
soldiers and a Congress more proud to 
pass the President's divisive agenda than 
preserve its institutional prerogative of 
oversight. These governing Republicans 
no longer represent anything but the at­
tempt to hold onto their own power, even 
if it means sacrificing those soldiers whose 
lives they are quick to claim in the name 
of patriotism. 
We can be sure that continued Re­
publican majorities will hold nobody to 
account, least of all themselves, choosing 
instead to stick their fingers in their ears, 
close their eyes and yell. Without an op­
position institution, we need an opposi­
tion party, and that's what this mid-term 
election ought to be about. • 
in Texas, has released 
numerous reports criti­
cal of the reconstruction effort. In the last 
week alone, his reports chronicled the 
primary reasons for contractor costs and 
the failure to track the weapons delivered 
to the Iraqi security forces - incompetent 
policy planning and management. 
"Overhead costs have consumed 
more than half the budget of some Iraqi 
reconstruction projects in Iraq," the New 
York Times reported on Bowen's inspec­
tion, "with the highest proportion of 
overhead costs incurred by oil contracts 
won by Halliburton subsidiary, KBR." 
Between twenty and fifty-five percent 
of the $18.4 billion dollars appropriated 
by Congress two years ago for Iraqi re­
construction has gone towards overhead 
costs paid to contractors, and the number 
could be higher due to the lack of records 
in many places. The report pointed to a 
"simple bureaucratic flaw" as the cause 
of the overhead costs: "the United States 
ordered the contractors and their equip­
ment to Iraq and let them sit idle for 
months at a time." 
At the request of Senator John War­
ner, a moderate Republican and increas­
ingly vocal critic of the war, Bowen also 
looked into the weapons the United States 
is distributing to Iraqi security forces. Of 
the 509,093 weapons that have been given 
to the Ministries of Interior and Defense, 
serial numbers for only 12,128 were 
properly recorded. Over 13,000 semi-au­
tomatic pistols, all the 751 Ml-F assault 
rifles, and nearly 100 MP-5 machine guns 
were missing or unaccounted for. 
It didn't have to be this way. 
Madison foresaw the danger of fac­
tion and concentrated power. He famously 
wrote in Federalist No. 51 that "ambition 
must be made to counteract ambition. 
We's dun bin 
stuk in Irak 
This edition, my counterpart and I 
are discussing our predictions for the mid­
term election. My predictions aren't com­
plex, and they're not based on the polls. 
Polls are not the be-all, 
end-all for elections. 
They've been wrong 
before (like in 2004) and 
they'll be wrong in the 
future. Are they wrong 
seems to have been preoccupied with its 
position of power and less concerned with 
pursuing traditional conservative issues. 
Example: the ballooning of an already 
oversized Federal Gov­
ernment. Ronald Reagan 
would be absolutely dis-
Oll the Right mayed. 
But it's not all 
doom and gloom. The 
BY ADAM J. BESTER 
now? A few of them probably are, but 
most probably aren't. Many poll num­
bers have become closer as election-day 
approaches, with Democrats still hold­
ing narrow leads. Republicans will lose 
control of the House, but •BBMMBBB 
will retain the Senate by a 
slim margin. We're going 
to end up with a divided, 
do-nothing congress until 
2008 On what do I base wiU retain the 
this earth-shattering pre­
diction? 
To put it bluntly, 
neither party has carried 




the country have run cam­
paigns largely devoid of 
local merit. They've in-
Democrats, and their excitable leader 
Howard Dean, are still playing their 
part. John Kerry has come to the hard 
realization that stand-up comedy is not 
one of his strengths, and Jim Webb found 
HHBH out that aspiring politi-
n »f. .1, cians shouldn't publish Republicans will pomographic ped(,philic-
lose Control of incestuous literature. 
the House, but While Republican 
election strategy has been 
localized, Democrats, no 
Senate by a slim matter what seat they're 
margin. We 're seek,n8' a" s"mr to be d running against George 
going to end up w. B ush. They're treat-
with a divided, do- this mid-term election 
as a referendum, and it 
nothing congress amounts to a campaign 
until 2008. of association. They're 
essentially flashing photos 
of Republican candidates 
appearing in the shadow of 
stead focused on associating Republicans 
with the President and the war in Iraq. 
It's useful to remember that this strat­
egy is based upon the assumption that 
American dissatisfaction with the current 
situation in Iraq will lead them to change 
their basic party affiliation, something 
that I don't think is 
accurate. Democrats 
have utterly failed to Jt >s us eful to 
front any meaningful 
policy alternatives 
and instead run a 
campaign of despair, 
lamenting the war 
in Iraq and claiming that American 
that the economy is dissatisfaction with 
doing poorly, despite 
cheaper fuel prices, a 
booming stock mar­




candidates have had 
only one task for this 
election: motivate the 
traditional conserva­
tive base to get out 
and vote. But they 
seem to have done 
everything within 
their power to botch 
it. In the past two 
years, we've seen Republicans tow the 
President's line in lockstep, then distance 
themselves from him, then return to sup­
port him again. The political pendulum 
has left Republican voters confused and 
unsure of where their respective candi­
dates stand. The election results will tell us 
which Republican incumbents were able 
to communicate their stances to voters 
and which were not. 
Recently, we've witnessed fum­
bles by numerous campaigns. George 
Allen's "Macaca" comment and the dis­
gusting Foley scandal don't speak well of 
the folks writing speeches or policing the 
ranks at Republican HQ. Indeed, over the 
last six years the Republican leadership 
the President. I'm surprised they haven't 
printed up "He's with stupid" t-shirts. 
Although, after Kerry's recent comments, 
I suppose both parties could use that 
gimmick. 
So what does all this mean for 
Republicans? For starters, Nancy Pelosi 
will be the new Speaker 
of the House. This could 
be a blessing in disguise, 
, . _ . . since the Democratic remember that this party,s biggest liability is 
strategy is based the public perception of 
upon the assumption 
Howard Dean, and John 
"botched joke" Kerry. 
Two years of Nancy Pe­
losi behind the big desk 
may be just what the 
doctor ordered to remind 
mainstream America of 
what the Democratic 
party's leadership really 
stands for... just in time 
for the 2008 general elec­
tion. 
Even if Democrats 
gain a majority in the 
senate, the chances of it 
being more than a one-
vote majority are slim. 
With a split congress, or 
even a narrowly Demo-
the current situation 
in Iraq will lead them 
to change their basic 
party affiliation, 
something that I don't 
think is accurate. 
Democrats have 
utterly failed to front 
any meaningful policy 
alternatives... 
cratic one, it's unlikely we'll see any 
substantive changes in the next two years. 
We'll just wind up watching two years of 
2008 presidential campaigns. 
So to summarize, the bad news 
really isn't that bad for Republicans. And 
the good news is that the bad news isn't 
guaranteed to happen. Democrats still 
don't stand for anything except com­
plaints, and Republicans are due for a 
swift kick in the pants to get their affairs 
back in order for 2008. Don't bother buck­
ling your seat belts folks; this ride isn't 
going anywhere for at least two years. 
— Adam is a 3L with very little faith 
in the leadership of the Republican Party and 
absolutely no faith in the Democrats. • 
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OPINIONS 
Thoughts on 
Fur, MPRE, Midterm 
Elections & the Class 
Gift 
For two weeks, I got on top of my 
soapbox and preached for more journals. 
Along the way I may have ruffled a few 
feathers, but, for the most part, I have 
received the response I 
sought- interest. This in­
terest has come from Dean 
Schooner, who has been 
a huge help in steering us 
toward getting something 
done. It has come from 
Megan Mocho and her 
SBA Journal Task Force, 
who are putting together 
proposals and reports for 
the Deans. Most impor­






as those of 
difficult to tie in the corruption at 
Fur (I bet Mark Foley was some­
how involved), ethical issues in 
the MPRE (What's Tom DeLay 
doing nowadays?) 
and the current 
election (Speaker 
Pelosi?!?...). 
Of course, I 
figure I will leave 
the political bomb 
throwing to others. 
Instead, I will 
direct my atten­
tion to something 
completely unre­
lated to the past 445 
SAM JAMMAL 
Message from the Prez 
other law students at the other George. 
To those students, I just have one thing 
to report: We are making progress and 
will be sending proposals to unaffiliated 
journals to come to GW by the end of 
this semester. 
So what can I 
write about nowl 
I have to 
admit my atten­
tion this week is 
being pulled in a 
lot of directions. 
I thought about 
writing a spiteful 
article on the evil 
management at 
Fur Nightclub. I 
also drafted a re­
buttal to anticipat­
ed Nota Bene calls 
for impeachment 
(obviously I have 
been in DC too long 
that I would cling ™~"^"™~ 
to anything that 
resembles power). I also considered writ­
ing about the joy that is the MPRE and 
cramming all I need to know about ethics 
and professional responsibility. As a side 
note, why do I need to provide a 2 x 2 
picture? Is my government issued I.D. not 
enough? Has there been that corrupt of a 
bunch of law students/ lawyers in years 
past that would require me to make the 
trek to CVS (it took 3 tries) to print out a 
picture to paste on my admission ticket 
because my government issued I.D. was 
not sufficient? My I.D. has holograms and 
scans. Isn't that enough? Should I provide 
a blood sample as well? 
With that said, I also considered 
writing about the upcoming election (Re­
member to Vote November 7th!). Once 
again it is one of the most important 
elections in our lifetimes. Like the last two 
presidential elections, the direction of our 
country will be decided by only a couple 
hundred votes (Remember to Vote No­
vember 7"1!). I am sure it wouldn't be that 
words: the Class Gift. This 
Wednesday, November 8lh 
marks the start of the Class 
of 2007 Class Gift Drive. The 
Class Gift is one of the most im­
portant initiatives in which the 
• SBA 
As a side note, why do I need 
to provide a 2 x 2 picture? 
Is my government issued 
I.D. not enough? Has there 
been that corrupt of a bunch 
of law students/ lawyers in 
years past that would require 
me to make the trek to CVS 
(it took 3 tries) to print out 
a picture to paste on my 
admission ticket because my 
government issued I.D. was 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
LAW SCHOOL 
presents the 
4TH ANNUAL COHEN & COHEN 
MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION FINAL FOUND 
PRESIDED OVER BY J UDGE RICARDO URBINA, 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF CO LUMBIA 
Aaron Gregory & Tanja Olano (2Ls) wil l compete against Nicole 
Herter & Jordi de Llano (3Ls). The teams are arguing the fictional 
case of Vincent vs. Saturn Industries, which involves civil claims of 
negligence and product liability. 
The competition is sponsored by the law firm of Cohen & Cohen, 
PC. Founding partner, Wayne Cohen, is an adjunct member of the 
Law School faculty. 
All Attendees Eligible for Resort Prize 
All ticketed attendees are eligible to win a 7 day, 6 night stay at the 
Canyons Grand Summit, a four star resort in Park City, Utah, 
courtesy of Capital Reporting Company. The lottery will be held 
at the conclusion of the trial; you must be present to win. 
Thursday, November 9 - 2:30 pm 
Jacob Burns Moot Courtroom 
First Floor, Lerner Hall 
2000 H Street, NW 
Free tickets (one per person) are available in the Law School's 
Student Affairs Office {First floor E Building, 700 20th Street, NW) 
between 10 am and 5:30 pm on a first-come, first-served basis. 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
•3 





ing students have 
given at 52% and 
67%. These gifts 
have come in the 
form of dona­
tions to scholar­
ships and LRAP, 
two programs that 
are critical toward 
pushing the law 
school forward in 
the rankings. In ad­
dition, the Class 
Gift has spurred 
greater alumni giv­
ing, which, in turn, 
helps the school 
provide more re­
sources for students 
(New Student Conference Center, New 
Journal (?), Clinical Programs aimed at 
ruining Fur Nightclub). 
This year my class, the Class of 
2007, has the opportunity to continue 
this tradition and build upon it. We will 
be receiving a 3:1 match if we surpass 
60% participation rate. This match will 
increase to 4 A when we beat last year's 
participation of 67%. If you give the 
minimum ($20.07), you get a t-shirt. 
At the medium level ($70.02), you get 
a GW-engraved glass and shirt. If you 
are generous enough and can afford to 
give $200.70, you get your name on a 
plaque plus all of the above. 
I don't think anyone leaves law 
school without a few gripes. It is only 
natural given how much we pay and 
our chosen profession. The Class Gift 
is a chance to put your money where 
your mouth is and really invest in mak­
ing GW better. It's our chance to add 
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ODDS AND ENDS 
Nota Bene 
Hearsatj 
(overheard around campus) 
Imagine if I had a million 
and a half exams to grade. I'd 
be sad. 
-Meyerson's Contracts I 
Crossword 101 
Time After Time By Ed canty 
Across 
1 Seasoning 
5 Keith Lockhart's forte 
9 Bistro's lists 
14 Sandwich starter 
15 Earthenware crock 
16 Answered the alarm 
17 Defendant s answer 
18 New Mexico art colony 
19 Fastener 
20 Kentucky Derby winner, 
perhaps 
23 Method 
24 Carte lead-in 
25 1040 starting point 
32 Scientific workplace 
35 External:Prefix 
36 Tiger 
37 Burn plant 
39 Long time 
41 Serious disease 
42 Latin dances 
45 Grass covers 
48 Plumber's joint 
49 TGIF 
52 Controller's employer 
53 Felt 
57 New York Times, e.g. 
62 Tuesday in Paris 
63 Challenge 
64 Feel for 
65 Bermuda, for one 
66 Always 
67 Actor Kristofferson 
68 The Power of Positive 
Thinking author 
69 Follows Mardi Gras 
70 Perceives 
Down 
1 Jr. visionaries 
2 Bronze, e.g. 
3 Ogles 
4 Pleasantly warm 
1 2 3 
4 • 5 6 7 8 m 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 
17 1 " 1 19 
20 21 22 
23 24 
26 27 28 29 30 31 
32 33 34 35 36 
37 38 39 40 41 
42 43 44 45 46 47 ^•48 
49 50 51 
52 53 54 55 56 
57 58 59 60 61 
62 • 63 • 
65 66 
68 1 69 I " 
7 Scheme 
8 Square dance movement 
9 Evans: Pen name 
of George Eliot 
10 Pennsylvania port 
11 PBS documentary series 
12 Consumer 
13 Theatrical scenery 
21 Wide shoes for men 
22 Film director Kazan 
26 Hwy. 
27 Unbound 





33 Ladd, for one 
34 Secret agent 007 
38 Inflated feeling of pride 
40 Instantly 
50 Messiah composer 
51 Special talents 
54 Fifth wheel 
55 Spooky 
56 Attire 
57 Hamlet, for one 
58 Ronan Tynon specialty 
59 Golden calf, e.g. 
60 Roof overhang 
61 Prolific singer 
62 Household implement 
43 Not on the internet 
5 River to the Chesapeake 44 Judicial order 
Bay 46 Apple pie, e.g. 
6 Former King of Norway 47 Ooze 
By GFR Associates* PO Boi 461 Schenectady, NY 12309»Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com 
Quotable Quote 
Time is an illusion. 
Lunchtime doubly so. 
Douglas Adams 
Just try not to look, 
ok? 
s 3 3 s • 1 N 3 -> a T V 3 d 
s  1 a  * * a 3 A 3 • N O 1 N O 
3 a V O 1  3 a V 0 1  1 a a V IN 
a  3 a V d s  M 3 N A n 1 V a  
a 3 s  N 3 s  IV V d 
Hffl i  m 3 3 M 3 H 1  d ol  a  N 3 
3 3 JL M s  a O S S 0 9 N V 1  
s a 1 V N O 3 3 0 1 V 
1 V w 1 N V 1° 1 0 3 Is  V 1 
3 in 0 0 N 1 A 1 a V 3 A |  
V 1 v l  IN 3 1 s A s  
a V 3 A 3 H 1  d O 3 S a O H 
1 3 A 1 a  |s O V I |3 T d 
3 s O a V V 1 T O 0 3 1 O 
s n N 3 1f t   « d O C 1  1 1 V S 
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